
Dani Girl

T

“sharp music and take-
no-prisoners lyrics
ensure that Dani Girl
is a remarkably
playful, hope-filled
story

! Readers 1,379,421

By Paul F Cockburn  |  " 7th Aug 2016  |  ★★★★★

rust me, Fringe magic still happens. Just when you
least expect it, you stumble upon a rough little

diamond of a show, lurking within the depths of an old
church, even early in the day. Pittsburgh-based
Grandview Theatre Group's version of Dani Girl may be
legally designated as an ‘amateur’ one, but it’s a
production bursting with vitality (despite its undoubtedly
morbid subject), exuding compassion and performed with
speed, economy and a determination to never shirk from
the cathartic.

Starting as it means to go on, with nine year old Dani
leading the funeral ceremony for the latest of her soft
toys that she’s diagnosed with some form of cancer,
Dani Girl speedily introduces us to Ralph – either an
imaginary friend, a genuine guardian angel, or Dani’s
imaginary and friendly guardian angel. She’s had
leukaemia, on and off, since infancy; her fairytale-
loving father couldn’t cope with the stress of it and
left, while her mother clings with increasing

desperation to her faith in both God and in “the Lord helping those
who help themselves”. A depressing opening? Far from it: Michael
Kooman’s sharp music and Christopher Dimond's take-no-
prisoners lyrics ensure that, at least initially, Dani Girl is a remarkably
playful, hope-filled story.

It’s clear that Dani is an imaginative girl – inherited from her now-
absent father, rather than a mother who insists that her daughter
needs to take things seriously if she's ever to beat the illness and
get back her hair. Luckily for Dani, she is suddenly forced to share
her hospital room with Marty, a resentful boy with Hodgkins
Disease who hides his deep-seated fears of the world behind a
love of screen heroes ranging from Superman and Indiana Jones to
Star Trek's Captain Jean-Luc Picard.

Natalie Hatcher is perfectly cast as Dani; vocally and physically she
has the movements and attitudes of a rather ‘young’ nine year old,
and yet a strong voice capable of matching every lyrical challenge
given to her. Cynthia Dougherty initially has less emotional distance
to go as Mother; indeed, she only really has one song to call her
own – “The Sun Still Rose” – but she delivers it with heart-breaking
power. Conner Gillooly as Marty proves to be an excellent foil to
Hatcher’s Dani – a tad curmudgeonly, yet still with that innocence
shining through the cracks in his armour. The most exuberant
performance, though, comes from Rob James, who plays Ralph
and all of the other characters Dani and Marty's adventures require
– a casting restriction that’s cleverly referenced in the script.

Bursting with singalong melodies, witty lyrics and some surprisingly
timeless cultural references (Star Trek, Star Wars and Ghostbusters
to name but a few), Dani Girl is a surprisingly overlooked musical.
Let's just hope that’s not the case with this particular production,
which, despite its location and time slot, deserves really big
audiences. Producer/director Stephen Santa and his team are
doing great work that really should be seen.  

By Paul Fisher Cockburn #  @fishercockburn
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When Dani, a precocious nine-year-old, loses her hair to leukemia,
she embarks on a magical journey to get it back. Simultaneously
hilarious and heartbreaking, Dani Girl is a tale of life in the face of
death, hope in the face of despair, and the indomitable power of
the human imagination.

Halle Berry Didn't Mince Her Words
About Her Feelings Towards Keanu
Reeves

OpenDigital Trends

REVIEWS BY PAUL FISHER COCKBURN

Summerhall

Ode to Joy (How
Gordon got to go
to the nasty pig
party)

★★★★

Roundabout @

Summerhall

Feeling Afraid as
If Something
Terrible Is Going
to Happen

★★★

Summerhall

One of Two

★★★★

Scottish Storytelling

Centre

Moira in
Lockdown

★★★★★

Laughing Horse @ Bar

50

Love and Sex on
the Spectrum

★★★★

Royal Lyceum Theatre

Mrs Puntila And
Her Man Matti

★★

PERFORMANCES

‹ ›

LOCATION

N

Legal

Legal

THE BLURB

Type
Semi-professional
company

Performers4

Musical theatre Children's

AT A GLANCE

GENRE TAGS

WHAT THE PRESS SAY

★★★★

FringeGuru

MOST POPULAR SEE MORE

The
Phantom

of the
Opera

From
£27.00

More Info

Find Tickets

The Book
of

Mormon
From
£24.00

More Info

Find TicketsMamma
Mia!
From
£21.00

More Info

Find Tickets

Moulin
Rouge!

The
Musical

From
£30.00

More Info

Find Tickets
Back to

the
Future -

The
Musical

From
£24.00

More Info

Find Tickets

The Play
That
Goes
Wrong

From
£15.00

More Info

Find Tickets

Broadway Baby has been covering
performing arts across the UK and
beyond since 2004.

Please note ticket prices displayed on our
homepage are based on best prices seen
in an overnight scan. For up-to-the-minute
pricing, please visit our Ticketing Site

'

'

'

'

Popular Articles

HOW TO SELL YOUR SHOW

THE BOBBY AWARD

WRITE FOR BROADWAY BABY

WEST END TICKETS

'

'

'

'

Popular Sections

WEST END

LONDON FRINGE

EDINBURGH FRINGE

BRIGHTON FRINGE

Contact Us

Ticket Hotline: +44 (0) 207 492 1606
Press Releases:
pressreleases@broadwaybaby.com

2004-2023 © Broadway Baby. Broadway Baby and the logo is a registered trademark. All Rights
Reserved.
Data provided courtesy of the Edinburgh Festivals Listings API, Brighton Fringe, Encore, Eventotron, OutSavvy and user

submissions. We accept no liability for errors or omissions.

Privacy Policy  | Terms of Service

(  )  #  

Home /  Edinburgh Fringe /  Dani Girl

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 631

10:30   10:30  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30   10:30  

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

month

*  Ticket Hotline: +44 (0) 207 492 1606 8am-8pm | Sat: 9am-7.30pm | Sun: 9am-7pm Established 2004  +  ,  Login

CATEGORIES - FESTIVALS - REVIEWS - ADVERTISING - TICKETS MERCHANDISE ABOUT - .

https://broadwaybaby.com/author/Paul+F+Cockburn
https://broadwaybaby.com/reviewer/Paul%20Fisher%20Cockburn
https://twitter.com/fishercockburn
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/in.php?a=MA==&d=MQ==
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/ode-to-joy-how-gordon-got-to-go-to-the-nasty-pig-party/760800
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/ode-to-joy-how-gordon-got-to-go-to-the-nasty-pig-party/760800
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/feeling-afraid-as-if-something-terrible-is-going-to-happen/760421
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/feeling-afraid-as-if-something-terrible-is-going-to-happen/760421
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/one-of-two/761131
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/one-of-two/761131
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/moira-in-lockdown/762294
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/moira-in-lockdown/762294
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/love-and-sex-on-the-spectrum/787014
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/love-and-sex-on-the-spectrum/787014
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/mrs-puntila-and-her-man-matti/749231
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/mrs-puntila-and-her-man-matti/749231
https://broadwaybaby.com/genres/Musical+theatre
https://broadwaybaby.com/genres/Children%27s
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/in.php?a=MTM0
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/in.php?a=MTMz
https://broadwaybaby.tixuk.com/
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/the-phantom-of-the-opera/37069
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=37069
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/the-book-of-mormon/37088
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=37088
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/mamma-mia/37071
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=37071
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/moulin-rouge-the-musical/751769
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=751769
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/back-to-the-future-the-musical/749790
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=749790
https://broadwaybaby.com/shows/the-play-that-goes-wrong/710340
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/booking.php?s=flip&a=710340
https://broadwaybaby.com/index.html
https://broadwaybaby.tixuk.com/
https://broadwaybaby.com/article/how-to-sell-your-show-at-the-edinburgh-fringe/1567
https://broadwaybaby.com/the-bobbys
https://broadwaybaby.com/recruitment
https://broadwaybaby.tixuk.com/
https://broadwaybaby.com/westend
https://broadwaybaby.com/londonfringe
https://broadwaybaby.com/edfringe
https://broadwaybaby.com/brightonfringe
mailto:pressreleases@broadwaybaby.com
https://broadwaybaby.com/privacy.php
https://broadwaybaby.com/terms.php
https://www.facebook.com/broadwaybabycom/
https://www.instagram.com/broadwaybabycom/
https://twitter.com/broadwaybaby
https://threads.net/broadwaybabycom
https://broadwaybaby.com/
https://broadwaybaby.com/edfringe
https://broadwaybaby.tixuk.com/
https://broadwaybaby.com/index.php
https://broadwaybaby.tixuk.com/
javascript:loginBox();
https://broadwaybaby.com/index.php
https://broadwaybaby.com/barnum/in.php?a=MTM1

